Book Clubs   (grades 1 – 3)

Before you begin:
	· Choose 5 or 6 books (6 titles of each book)  

· Picture books, easy nonfiction or easy biography are used for Book Clubs.


	· Set a purpose for reading, read a high interest book to the whole group and role play the discussion 

· Discussion of a certain page, picture, word, setting, problem, character, etc.

· Discussion/purpose could be as simple as sharing your favorite part, what you thought was funny, sad, etc…

· In Book Club groups we can teach comprehension strategies, story elements, etc...many of the reading TEKS for a particular grade level.

	· Choose books according to a common theme or author


	

	· Similar in length


	


Day One -- Teacher prep:  a. read books.  b. prepare choice slips.
1. Book talk on each took, highlighting illustrations, etc.

2. Students preview books

3. Students make 1st, 2nd, 3rd choice

Day Two -- Teacher prep: a.  decide how much of each book you want them to read, and mark with a paper clip or sticky note labeled. “STOP HERE”   b. decide on topic or question for discussion in each group...purpose for reading (you need to do this for each title)
1. Discuss theme or author of books – (common thread)
2. Assign groups.
3. State purpose for reading and how far to read in each book…”STOP HERE”
4. Students read together in their group.  (depending on the grade level they may read aloud, echo read, or read independently in silence)
5. Discuss/talk about their book in group (discussion should revolve around the purpose set by the teacher) 

6. Choose a student from each group to report to the entire class.

Day Three -- Teacher prep:  a. decide purpose for reading for each title. b. decide on culminating activity, i.e. Kidspiration, diorama, poster, etc., etc., etc…
1. Questions & concerns
2. Recap what was done on Day Two

3. State purpose for reading and how far to read in each book 

4. Students read independently (silently) or together in their group.
5. Choose a student from each group to report to the entire class.

6. Introduce culminating activity choices.
* The best resource book for Book Clubs is:


Book Club Groups : A Multilevel Four-Blocks Reading Strategy 

             By Dorothy Hall and CeCe Tillman (available at The Learning Zone)

